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en  Sam Capps  of

Walsenburg was asked
why he wanted to protect his
productive and beautiful 28,000
dCTC FII['I.L'I] al
the foot of
the Spanish
Peaks mnear
Walsenburg,
he would -
get a very i
stern  look
on his face.
“Because
|l want to
know  that
this  place
will always
look the way
that God
made it"” was
his answer.
End of
discussion.

Before
his death in 2001, Sam finalized
a conservation easement on
the ranch, which lies on both
sides of I-25 and includes vast
expanses of shortgrass prairie,
playa lake wetlands and old
growth ponderosa pine forests.
The ranch 1s home to a vibrant
cattle operation, now owned
by Sam’s long-time managers
Frank and Sue Menegatti.

While Sam foresaw that his

ranch would stay intact, he may
not have known that many of
his neighbors would follow in
his footsteps. Sam was a shy
man and not one to speak In
public about his decisions for
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his ranch. However, the word got
out in the neighborhood that the
Capps Ranch would always stay
that way

Since 2001, CCALT

has worked with no fewer than

10 neighboring families on
the protection of their ranches.
These families have protected
an additional 35,000 acres in the
immediate area, making this one
of the largest protected landscapes
in all of Colorado.

“Once Sam put his ranch in an
easement, all of us who neighbor
him took a look at easements.”
Max Vezzani recently said as he
visited with neighbor Bob Barber.
Barber added “We all knew that
there was now a chance for this
valley to stay just as it is, and it
was now our turn to step up”.
The Barber and Vezzani Ranches

were recently protected with
conservation easements, helping

to ensure that this beautiful
valley at the foot of the Spanish
Peaks will

remain as is,
forever.

However,
this is big
country and
there 1s much
more  work
to be done.
EEALT
continues tc
get calls from
area ranchers
the word
gets out and
we sincerely
hope to find
ways to make
conservation
a viable
option  for
each of them as they plan for the
future.

Huerfano and Las Animas
Counties represent a unique
opportunity. This arca includes
the largest unbroken expanse of
shortgrass prairie remaining in
North America, largely due to the
ranch stewardship of the families
who make it home. Together
with the ranchers of southeasi
Colorado, CCALT is working tc
see that this landscape remains
intact and in ranching.
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